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Financial literacy is one of the foundations of inclusive and
sustainable development. In a country where many people still have
limited access to or understanding of basic financial services, the
need for simple, practical, and easy-to-understand financial
knowledge is more important than ever.

This Self-Learning Handbook has been developed as a concise and
accessible guide, designed not only to build the foundational
understanding but also to empower. Rather than being a
comprehensive academic resource, this handbook presents
essential financial concepts in a simplified manner, making it easier
to communicate with people from diverse backgrounds.

Covering key topics such as savings, budgeting, responsible
borrowing, digital financial services, and cashless transactions, the
handbook aims to equip officials with the basic knowledge and
confidence needed to guide others toward better financial decision-
making.

Through this initiative, Infrastructure Development Company Limited
(IDCOL) envisions its officials as catalysts of change, individuals who
can help spread financial awareness among their families,
communities, and stakeholders. By enabling informed financial
behavior at the grassroots level, this handbook contributes to the
broader goal of financial inclusion and economic empowerment.
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Understanding
Financial
Literacy

Financial literacy means having the knowledge and skills
to manage personal and organizational finances
effectively. It includes budgeting, saving, investing,
borrowing, and understanding financial risks.
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Personal Finance
Essentials

e Track monthly income and expenses
e Set savings goals aligned with future needs
e Emergency fund planning
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e Understand loan terms and
INnterest rates

e Avoid high-interest consumer
debt

e Use credit responsibly
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« Section 3:

Banking Tools




Section 4:

Green Investments &
Development Projects
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Investment
Basics

e Risk vs. return
e Diversification
e Long-term planning
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) Section 6:

Protecting Your Finances
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Continuous
Learning

o Attend IDCOL workshops and webinars
e Read financial news and updates
e Use internal resources for skill development
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