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Ambassador of Federal Republic
of Germany to Bangladesh MESSAGE

May 12,2013

| am delighted to hear about the installation of two million Solar Home Systems and the launch of one million Improved Cook Stoves by IDCOL.

For the past ten years, IDCOL has been active in promoting solar home systems in the remote areas of Bangladesh. More than 10 million people now have the
chance to benefit from solar energy. | would like to congratulate IDCOL on this outstanding success.

The planned installation of improved cooking stoves will be a boost to better living conditions in remote areas while contributing to energy efficient develop-
ment.

Germany has supported IDCOL via the German Development Bank KfW and the German Technical Cooperation Agency GIZ since 2007. The energy sector in
Bangladesh, especially in the fields of energy efficiency and renewable energies, is one of Germany's focal areas in its development cooperation with Bangla-
desh.

I sincerely hope that IDCOL will continue their work with all the commitment they have shown over the past ten years and that even more peopie will be able
to benefit from solar energy as well as from improved cook stoves soon.

Let me congratulate the staff of IDCOL on this exceptional example for supporting sustainable development. May IDCOL continue their commendable
work with ever more success in the future.

fea-ob (o

Dr. Albrecht Conze




Ambassador of the United States of America
Dhaka, Bangladesh
May 12,2013

MESSAGE

| congratulate the Infrastructure Development Company Limited for the installation of two million of solar home systems and one
million improved cook stoves.This is a tremendous achievement for Bangladesh and IDCOL.

IDCOL has played a critical role in promoting the dissemination of solar home systems in remote, rural areas of Bangladesh through its
Solar Energy Program. Astonishingly, IDCOL and its partner organizations, particularly Grameen Shakti,accomplished the installation of
two million solar home systems in just 10 years! | am delighted that the US Government, through USAID, has played an important role
through its support for Grameen Shakti, IDCOL's largest partner organization.

This event highlights the fact that IDCOL's solar initiative is one of the fastest growing renewable energy programs in the world. The
productive applications of solar home systems have positively impacted the lives and livelihoods of millions of rural people in Bangla-
desh who otherwise would have no access to energy. Homes are lit, and cell phones are being recharged. Rural market shops and small
businesses can operate into the evening, and students can study into the night.

Congratulations again to IDCOL and its partners,and | wish the people and Government of Bangladesh the very best in their endeavor
to be a leader among nations that seek to harness and develop renewable energy sources.

Sincerely,

og'w'mya«/

Dan Mozena




Country Director
World Bank Office, Bangladesh MESSAGE

May 12, 2013

It was only alittle over a year ago that Bangladesh celebrated installation of 1 million Solar Home Systems (SHS), a cost-effective and environmen-
tally sustainable solution for extending electricity in remote rural areas. It was anticipated at that time that another 1 million SHS would be
installed even faster and with greater efficiency. Today, we are celebrating the achievement of that milestone. This is a tremendous feat made
possible by the hard work and dedication of IDCOL and its partner organizations. This renewable energy program of the Government is an excel-
lent example of a successful demand-driven Public-Private Partnership program.

The World Bank-supported Rural Electrification and Renewable Energy Development project began its journey in 2003 to extend grid electricity
where it is economically feasible and to provide SHS where grid electricity is difficult and expensive to reach. What started as a 50,000 SHS
program to be implemented over five years is now a program that is reaching over 60,000 households every month. Building on the successful
implementation model of the SHS program, the World Bank is supporting IDCOL in its efforts to establish renewable energy-based mini-grids that
will provide grid quality electricity in off-grid rural markets and business centers. The World Bank is also supporting Government’s efforts to
replace diesel irrigation pumps with solar pumps, thus helping save foreign exchange for diesel imports, while contributing to reduced carbon
emissions.

This celebration also marks the launch of the 1 million improved cook-stove (ICS) program of IDCOL. | am delighted that government has
embarked upon this important program that will directly benefit rural women and children, who are directly exposed to indoor air pollution
from inefficient stoves. | am sure that, like the SHS program, the ICS program will also emerge as one of the success stories of Bangladesh.
The World Bank is happy to provide support to this program and be a partner with IDCOL in this endeavor.

All the best wishes for the continuing success of the SHS program and a successful ICS program in future!@

Johannes C.M. Zutt



ADB Country Director
Asian Development Bank
Bangladesh Resident Mission

MESSAGE May 12, 2013

I am pleased to congratulate Infrastructure Development Company Limited (IDCOL) for installing two million solar home systems in
Bangladesh. Itis indeed a great success, which has made around 100 megawatt clean electricity available to over 10 million people in
the off-grid areas. We also commend IDCOL for making the solar home systems affordable to the poor through micro-financing
arrangements.

ADB takes pride in supporting the renewable energy sector through the Public Private Infrastructure Development Facility since 2008.
However, solar home systems need even wider dissemination for realizing the vision of universal access to electricity by 2020, since
grid electrification is difficult and expensive in many areas of Bangladesh because of the dispersed nature of rural settlements and the
rivers criss-crossing the country. Bangladesh also needs to promote clean energy more vigorously because the country stands at the
forefront of climate change challenges.

As we celebrate the good success, we need to make harder efforts to improve our services, and try to help people, particularly the
poor, to get the clean electricity at a more competitive price. For this, Bangladesh needs stronger synergy among key stakehold-
ers, better regulatory framework, and coordinated efforts in planning and implementing initiatives in future. ADB remains
committed to help Bangladesh further develop clean energy and accelerate socio-economic development.

A
M.Teresa Kho




Chief Representative

JICA Bangladesh Office
May 12, 2013 MESSAGE

Our heartiest congratulations to IDCOL for successfully installing 2 million SHSs within a decade. JICA is delighted to be a partner of
IDCOL for its effective contribution towards the development of Bangladesh through their SHS program. By enlightening 2 million
deprived households, the dark despairing hours of nearly one crore people have been electrified with benefit of saving precious
time and money for education, business activities and communication to bring in better life and social sustainability. While IDCOL
aims for further pacing up to greater achievement of 4 million SHSs by 2015, maintenance of already installed SHSs for sustainable
usage becomes a facing challenge. Also, there lies opportunity in deploying other sectors such as irrigation and mini-grid through
its solid-established scheme. JICA believes IDCOL will overcome those challenges and opportunities in innovative way as it has done

in the past to bring greater achievements for Bangladesh. JICA will be a long standing partner of all positive endeavors.

T o B X

Dr. Takao TODA




Representative

Islamic Development Bank FROB
MESSAGE May 12, 2013

We are delighted to learn that IDCOL is celebrating the installation of two (2) million Solar Home Systems (SHSs) and through this, illuminated
the lives of more than eleven (11) million people if not more in the off-grid areas which are mostly remote and isolated. Access to (green) light
has changed the conditions of living by these disadvantaged people. Their working hours is extended beyond the day light. Women have been
also increasingly involved in various income generating activities. On the other hand, the children, many of whom actually work during day time

have now light to prepare studies at home. Also, it is worth noticing that access to light has improved safety & security, benefitting most the
women & children.

The journey of SHS has been now extended beyond lighting to fan, refrigerator, cell phone, TV, computer & internet, agriculture market
(information), etc. It helped integration of millions of disadvantaged people into the mainstream. In the coming months and years, it is expected
that due attention will be given to innovations to reduce cost and improve energy efficiency and thus, accelerate access to SHS by the majority
poor. This will also help eliminate the need for any subsidy.

Islamic Development Bank (IDB), a long-time Development Partner (DP) of Bangladesh will continue providing support, in addition to Power
and Energy to further promotion of renewable energy toward achieving sustainable poverty reduction in the country. IDB is also willing to
assist establishing reverse linkage by IDCOL to share the experience with other Member Countries (MCs).

May we avail this opportunity to thank the Government of Bangladesh for initiating the SHSs, amongst others and providing the DPs
including IDB with an opportunity to co-financing the programme, executed successfully by IDCOL and implemented by the Partner
Organizations (POs) under difficult conditions in the remote & isolated off-grid areas of the country. w

Mohammad Igbal Karim
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